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MSMA Commended
for Input for Missouri’s
Public Health
Improvement and
Transformation Efforts

MSMA has been commended by the
Missouri Department of Health and Senior
Services for providing time, talent, and expertise
in supporting the Public Health Improvement
and Transformation Efforts, an eight-week
exercise to identify more than 100 points of
refinement with seven core themes to improve
Missouri’s public health system.
Some areas of positive progress already
include: anticipated replacement of the disease
and environmental surveillance systems;
expansion of data sharing and access agreements;
assessment of communicable disease reporting
compliance; increase of data analytics capabilities;
maintenance of a state-operated warehouse
for personal protective equipment and testing
supplies; and investment in local public health
agency accreditation.
MSMA is a key stakeholder to help launch
a transition to the Foundational Public Health
Services model which will enhance and refine the
state’s public health system.

MSMA Endorses Better
Medicare Payment System

Your MSMA, along with more than 120
national and state medical organizations, is
supporting a proposal to the Centers of Medicare
& Medicaid “Characteristics of a Rational
Medicare Payment System.”
The proposal goals include ensuring
financial stability and predictability; promoting
value-based care; and safeguarding access to
high-quality care. It also includes improving
Medicare through financial stability and fiscal
responsibility, rewarding the value of care
provided to patients, providing timely, actionable
data, and advancing health equity and reducing
disparities.
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Learn How to Advocate, Testify,
and Communicate at
MSMA’s Advocacy
Training Workshop
MSMA members are
invited to attend our
2022 Advocacy Training
Workshop, Saturday,
October 15, in Jefferson
City, held in conjunction
with our regular
Council Meeting at the
Courtyard by Marriott.
Topics include:
• Physician Perception in the Current Legislative
Environment
• Engaging with Your Legislators
• How to Testify
• Lunch with Legislative Leadership
• Preparing for the 2023 Session
Speakers include:
• Senator Caleb Rowden, Senate Majority
Leader
• Pat Thomas, Chief of Staff to Senator Lincoln
Hough
• David Barbe, MD, WMA, AMA, and MSMA Past
President
• MSMA Lobbyists Heidi Geisbuhler Sutherland
and Shantel Dooling
Attendees are then welcome to attend the MSMA
Legislative Committee Meeting following the
workshop and the MSMA Council Reception and
Dinner that evening.
Registration details coming soon!
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Statewide PDMP
Requests Grant for
Implementation

MSMA is asking for the approval of the
Harold Rogers Prescription Drug Monitoring
Program Grant through the Department of Justice
to support the Missouri Joint Task Force on
Prescription Drug Monitoring’s application for
funds to implement the new PDMP.
MSMA has supported the implementation of
a statewide prescription drug monitoring program
for decades. As you may recall, we spearheaded
support for the program in the Missouri Capitol
and advocated heavily for the passage of Senate
Bill 61, the 2021 bill that officially created the
program.
A statewide PDMP will help physicians
and other prescribers in make better-informed
decisions as they choose the best plan of care for
their patients. PDMPs also help physicians identify
patients who may be at risk of prescribing drug
misuse.
Additionally, a statewide PDMP system will
help health official analyze prescribing patterns
and other controlled substance data to better
identify areas of high prescription use to assist
state agencies as they seek to break the cycle of
substance abuse in Missouri.
MSMA will keep you apprised of the grant
process.

The MSMA Delegation to the American Medical Association
is hard at work representing Missouri at the 2022 AMA Annual
Meeting in Chicago. Watch for a Missouri review of highlights in
the July/August Missouri Medicine.

MSS/RFS/YPS Webinar Series this Fall

Members of the MSMA MSS, RFS, and YPS: Mark your calendars
for MSMA’s educational webinar series this Fall just for you! Topics
include employment contracts, diversity and health equity, managing
student debt, private practice vs. employment, and others. These webinars
are held in conjunction with the Arizona Medical Association and the
Wisconsin Medical Society and will be on Sunday evenings at 7:00 p.m.
October 2-November 6. Registration and speakers coming soon!

Relax...and Join MSMA
Take some time out this summer and recruit a non-member
colleague to join MSMA! Physicians who have not been MSMA
members during the past two dues years can take advantage of
			
our “Summer Special” reduced dues.
			
The dues discount is available now!
Send your non-member friends
to msma.org/membership
or have them call 573-691-4510.
Not sure who’s a non-member in your area?
Email cwilliams@msma.org and request of list
of non-members so you can reach
out to them.
Every new MSMA member
strengthens our voice in Jefferson
City and around the state.

MSMA Members
Receive Easy
Auto Renewal
MSMA members automatically
receive easy auto renewal when
they pay their dues by credit
card. If you would like to opt
out of this option, you can stop
recurring payments on your
member profile page.
First, log in. On your profile
page, click the “Invoices and
Payments” tab in your profile.
Click the “Stop Recurring
Payments” button beside the
member renewal transaction.
Questions? Email cwilliams@
msma.org or call 573-691-4510.
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MSMA Holds Town
Hall on Dobbs

MSMA held a well-attended town
hall on the aftermath of the U.S.
Supreme Court’s Dobbs decision.
Hosted by MSMA President
George Hubbell, MD, and moderated
by Joanne Loethen, MD, this event
provided an opportunity for MSMA
leadership and staff to listen to the
concerns of members about the
decision. A number of non-member
physicians participated.
MSMA encourages physicians to
become more involved in advocacy
efforts, including issues such as the
physician-patient relationship and
autonomy.
If you’re interested in getting more
involved during the legislative session,
contact Jeff Howell at jhowell@msma.
org. If you’re a member and are passionate
about these types of issues, please consider
recruiting a member to MSMA.

MPHP Helps Physicians
with Substance Abuse
The Missouri Physicians Health
Program provides help to physicians
who suffer from health conditions that
may hamper their ability to practice
and in a great many cases, we have
helped physicians continue to practice
safely, effectively, and in recovery.
The CDC reported more than
100,000 drug overdose deaths in
the U.S. 2020-2021, an increase of
28.5% in the same period previously.
Addiction and alcoholism are a
pervasive problem and physicians are
no exception.
It is estimated that 10-15% of
physicians suffer from substance use
as compared to the general population
of 8-10%. A recent study by JAMA
reported that three-fourths of license
actions taken against physicians
were related to substance abuse from
2004-2020.
If you or a colleague need help,
please visit us at www.themphp.org or
call 1-800-575-9574.

Ending Surprise Medical Bills

The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid have a host of resources to learn
how new rules help protect your patients from surprise medical bills and remove
consumers from payment disputes between you or a health care facility and their
health plan.
As of January 1, 2022, consumers have new billing protections when getting
emergency care, non-emergency care from out-of-network providers at in-network
facilities, and air ambulance services from out-of-network providers. Through new
rules aimed to protect consumers, excessive out-of-pocket costs are restricted, and
emergency services must continue to be covered without any prior authorization,
and regardless of whether or not a provider or facility is in-network.
Visit www.cms.gov/nosurprises/policies-and-resources to get an overview of
the rules and facts; provider resources and requirements; how to submit a billing
complaint; and payment resolutions with payments. Remember, these requirements
don’t apply to people with coverage through programs like Medicare, Medicaid,
Indian Health Services, Veterans Affairs Health Care, or TRICARE.

Apply to the Minority Research Grant
Program: Funding Opportunity

The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services Office of Minority Health
(CMS OMH) announces researchers at minority-serving institutions (MSIs) to
apply for the Minority Research Grant Program (MRGP) funding opportunity:
CMS-1W1-22-001. The deadline to submit applications is July 28.
The funding opportunity provides up to $333,000 to researchers at
three eligible MSIs who are investigating or addressing health care disparities
affecting racial and ethnic minority populations, including lesbian, gay, bisexual,
transgender, and queer (LGBTQ+) persons; persons with disabilities; persons who
live in rural areas; and persons otherwise adversely affected by persistent poverty or
inequality.
Eligible MSIs include: Historically Black Colleges and Universities; HispanicServing Institutions; Asian American and Native American Pacific Islander-Serving
Institutions; and Tribal Colleges and Universities.
To learn more about CMS OMH and the MRGP, visit go.cms.gov/
minorityresearch, watch the MRGP overview video, or email HealthEquityTA@
cms.hhs.gov.
Learn more about the MRGP and the funding opportunity, at a webinar
on Wednesday, June 22, 1:00-2:00 p.m. ET. During the meeting, experts will
provide more information and eligibility requirements, as well as how to apply.
To register, visit https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_cQIYkgfRlWuumY1wd4LlA.

2023 MIPS Performance Period SelfNomination Materials

The 2023 MIPS Performance Period Self-Nomination Materials (ZIP),
including the below files, are now posted on the Quality Payment Program
Resource Library:
• 2023 Qualified Clinical Data Registry (QCDR) Fact Sheet
• 2023 Qualified Registry Fact Sheet
• 2023 Self-Nomination User Guide for QCDRs and Qualified Registries
• 2023 QCDR Measure Development Handbook
The 2023 MIPS Performance Period Self-Nomination Period is open now
and close on September 1, 2022, at 8:00 p.m. ET.
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protect
what
matters
most

What Bills Passed?
What Bills Died?

Coming out this month, the
2022 Legislative Review illustrates
how your MSMA membership advocates
for the best of medicine.

