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MSMA: The One Membership You Need

Recently released data show MSMA membership dues ranked as one of the lowest among medical societies in the nation.
That means MSMA provides substantial value when it comes to providing services and advocating for physicians. More than
4,000 physicians and medical students are MSMA members. We encourage you to renew for 2023 early in the billing cycle by
visiting msma.org/membership or scan the code below to renew.

Scan
and
Renew!

MSMA anticipates a number of contentious issues as we
steam toward the 2023 legislative session. Among them are:
•

Term limits have some mid-level providers anticipating an easier path to
getting rid of physician collaboration. Among them are pharmacists who have
been very active in the past few years, and nurse practitioners, who are on an
endless crusade to end physician-nurse collaboration.
• How much government should be allowed in the exam room? That will be
an important question throughout the session as we grapple with the fallout
of the Dobbs decision and how it affects the criminalization of physicians and
autonomy in the practice of medicine.
• We are fairly certain the vaccine skeptics will return to the Capitol. Although
we are a bit further removed from the pandemic, a dedicated group of
vaccine-hesitant parents will continue to try to weaken on state’s childhood
immunization laws. These laws were first enacted in 1911 at the behest of
MSMA. Protection of immunizations and other commonsense public health
measures will be high on our to-do list.
• MSMA plans to work on easing the intense burden of prior authorization by
working with various allies on a “Gold Standard” bill. This would limit some
prior authorization decisions for physicians and treatments that have a history
of being approved. Insurance issues are always difficult, but we hope to get
out of the gate early with this one.
Election Day is on November 8 this year. Half of Missouri’s Senate seats and all of its House seats are on the ballot. When
you cast your ballot, please remember to vote for candidates that are physician-friendly and support MSMA healthcare
policy. If you have questions about the folks running in your district, feel free to contact MSMA (advocacy@msma.org).

MSMA HQ Receives
Revitalization Grant

The City of Jefferson’s Historic Preservation Commission has
chosen MSMA as one of six recipients of the Paul Bruhn revitalization
grant.  The $91,755 grant, funded from the National Park Service,
will be applied toward restoring and repairing depleted structural
elements in the Association’s 150-year-old headquarters building,
located in Jefferson City.
MSMA purchased 13 Madison in 1972. Preserving many of the
original 1871 architectural features and unique characteristics of the row
houses, MSMA renovated the building and made it the Association’s
Headquarters in 1973. MSMA expanded its offices in 1985 by purchasing
the neighboring 115 Madison, and incorporating its space into MSMA’s
Headquarters at 113 Madison Street. The row houses were built the same
year as Missouri’s Governor’s Mansion.
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Stay Informed on the 2022 Ballot Initiatives
One of our jobs here at MSMA HQ is to keep YOU
informed of how the political process can and will affect your
practice and your relationship with your patients. Along with
candidate options and local proposals, you’ll get to weigh
in on five ballot measures when you vote in November. Of
most interest to MSMA members is Amendment 3, which
addresses recreational marijuana use in
the state. See below for a brief description
of Amendment 3 and the other 2022
ballot initiatives.

Amendment 3

Amendment 3 would amend the
Missouri Constitution to remove state
prohibitions on the purchase, possession,
consumption, use, delivery, manufacture,
and sale of marijuana for personal use
for adults over the age of twenty-one.
The amendment would also allow individuals with certain
marijuana-related offenses to petition for release from prison
or parole and probation and have their records expunged;
along with imposing a six percent tax on the retail price of
recreational marijuana.  MSMA passed policies by House of
Delegates on marijuana and they can be found in entirety at
www.msma.org/governance.

Legislative Victories
with MMPAC

Through your grassroots efforts, contributions
to candidates, and support of
MMPAC, members like you
spurred political changes that
resulted in important legislative
victories for your profession and
your patients this past legislative
session. Your contributions
Scan the MMPAC
Donation QR code
helped elect many friends of
medicine to office in Jefferson
City. Also, your support of MMPAC allows it to pool
members’ contributions so that organized medicine
could match the other large PACs in key campaigns.
Donate today!

Amendment 1

Amendment 1 would amend the Missouri Constitution
to grant the general assembly statutory authority to invest
state funds and would expand the state treasurer’s investment
options.

Amendment 4

Amendment 4 would amend the Missouri
Constitution to allow the general assembly to
pass a law to increase the minimum funding for
a police force established by the state board of
police commissioners. The only Missouri police
force to which this amendment would apply is
Kansas City.

Amendment 5

Amendment 5 would amend the Missouri
Constitution to create the Missouri Department
of the National Guard as a new state agency, headed by an
adjutant general appointed by the governor and approved
by the Senate. Currently, the Missouri National Guard is a
component of the Missouri Department of Public Safety.

Constitutional Convention Question

A “yes” vote on this question would require the governor
to call an election of delegates to serve at a convention for the
purpose of revising or amending the Missouri Constitution.
Any revisions or amendments would then be put to a vote of
the people for their consideration. A “no” vote would mean
no constitutional convention would be held.

Got Drugs?

Turn in your
unused or
expired
medication
for safe
disposal
Saturday,
October 29,
10 am-2 pm.

Visit deadiversion.usdoj.gov/drug_
disposal/takeback
to find a location near you.
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Medicare Open Enrollment
and Medicare Savings
Programs

“I’m a Doctor...Now What?”
Webinar Series Continues This Fall

Medicare Open Enrollment for 2023 will begin on
October 15, 2022 and end on December 7, 2022. During
this time, people eligible for Medicare can compare 2023
coverage options between Original Medicare and Medicare
Advantage, and Part D prescription drug plans.  CMS has
released the 2023 premiums, deductibles, and coinsurance
amounts for the Medicare Part A and Part B programs
and the 2023 Medicare Part D income-related monthly
adjustment amounts.  See the full fact sheet at https://go.cms.
gov/3C2apU6.

CMS Seeks Input on
Accessing Healthcare

CMS has released a Request for Information (RFI)
seeking public input on accessing healthcare and related
challenges, understanding provider experiences, advancing
health equity, and assessing the impact of waivers and
flexibilities provided in response to the COVID-19 Public
Health Emergency.
Comments received before November 4 in response to
the RFI “Make Your Voice Heard: Promoting Efficiency
and Equity Within CMS Programs” will be used to identify
opportunities for improvement and to increase efficiencies
across CMS programs. To access the web-based public
comment form, please visit: https://www.cms.gov/requestinformation-make-your-voice-heard.

Upcoming MIPS Important
Dates and Deadlines
•
•
•

•
•

December – MIPS eligibility for the 2022 performance
year will be finalized; initial eligibility to participate in
MIPS for the 2023 performance year will be released
December 31 – Last day for clinicians to collect data for
2022 performance year
December 31 – QPP Exception Application window
closes at 8 p.m. ET for submission of MIPS Extreme
and Uncontrollable Circumstances or Promoting
Interoperability Performance Category Hardship for the
2022 performance year
December 31 – 2023 performance year virtual group
election period closes at 11:59 p.m. ET
December 31 – CMS Web Interface sunsets as a
collection and submission type; will continue to be an
option for Shared Savings Program ACOs reporting via
the APP through the 2024 performance year

Join us for a series of free webinars aimed at
medical students, residents, fellows, and early-career
physicians, hosted by the Missouri State Medical
Association, the Arizona Medical Association, and
the Wisconsin Medical Society. All webinars are
scheduled for Sundays this fall at 7:00 - 8:00 p.m.
central time. There is no cost to attend. Register at
www.msma.org/events.

October 16 - Choosing a Specialty & Job Search/
Interview Tips
Speakers: Raghu Adiga, MD, Interim CEO, Liberty Hospital,
Liberty, MO, and Lisa R. Shah-Patel, MD, Dir. of Career &
Professional Advising, University of Arizona
October 23 - Private Practice vs. Employment
Speakers: Wendy Molaska, MD, Dedicated Family Care,
Fitchburg, WI, David Kuhlmann, MD, Bothwell Regional
Medical Center, Sedalia, MO, and Andrew Carroll, MD,
Atembis, LLC, Chandler, AZ
October 30 - Investing & Retirement 101
Speaker: Mike Carpenter, The Moneta Group, St. Louis, MO
November 6 - Health Equity & Diversity
Speaker: Kimberly Ramseur, Senior Policy Analyst, AMA’s
Center for Health Equity, Chicago, IL

#HeForShe:
Recruiting Men in the Fight for
Gender Equity and Inclusion
Join MSMA’s Women Physicians Section in a robust
discussion among colleagues, aimed at advancing gender
equity. This event is open to ALL physicians – it’s not just for
women! The discussion will be led by two expert guest hosts,
Stephanie Mueller, MD, MPH, and Michael Sinha, MD, JD,
MPH. Register at www.msma.org/Events.
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

MSMA 2023
www.msma.org/membership
• advocacy
• research
• education
• leadership
• networking
• representation
• renew for 2023 today!
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protect
what
matters
most

2023
physician Advocacy
day at the
Capitol

Tuesday, february 7, 2023
www.msma.org/events

PHYSICIANS, PHYSICIANS-IN-TRAINING
ALLIANCE & FRIENDS OF MEDICINE
Join Missouri State Medical Association and
Missouri Association of Osteopathic Physicians
and Surgeons for our Physician Advocacy Day on
Tuesday, February 7, 2023, in Jefferson City! This
advocacy event is a great opportunity to visit the
Missouri State Capitol to advocate on behalf of
physicians and patients.

Register at www.msma.org/events

